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Barr (1968) for Ontario. Taxonomic work dealing with Iowa crayfish 
was completed by Fitzpatrick (1968) with the description of a new 
species Orconectes iowaensis . Natural history studies of Orconectes 
virilis and Orconectes immunis have been conducted by Caldwell and 
Bovbjerg (1968) at Lakeside Laboratory. Bovbjerg (1970) also studied 
the ecological isolation and competitive exclusion of 0 . virilis and 0. . . 
immunis. 
Decapods play an important role in Iowa's aquatic communities. 
Much needs to be learned about their biology and natural history so 
that aquatic environments can be properly managed. In this paper, 
the eight species found in Iowa have been listed (with notes on their 
ecology and collection) in hopes that teachers and students will focus 
more attention on these important animals. This article will be fol-
lowed by articles on identification and classroom care. 
Literature Cited 
Bovbjerg, R.V. 1970. Ecological isolation and competitive exclusion in two crayfish 
(Orconectes virilis and Orconectes immunis). Ecology 51(2):225-236. 
Caldwell , M.J . and R.V. Bovbjerg. 1969. Natural history of two crayfish of northwest-
ern Iowa, Orconectes virilis and Orconectes immunis. Proc. Iowa A cad. Sci. 76:463-
472. 
Creaser , E.P . 1932. The decapod crustacea of Wisconsin. Trans. Wis. A cad. Sci ., A rts, 
Lett. 27:321-38. 
Crocker, D. W. and D. W. Barr. 1968. Hand book of the Crayfi shes of Ontario, University 
of Toronto Press, Toronto. 
Faxon, W. 1885. A list of the Astacidae in the U.S. National Museum. Proc. U.S . Nat. 
Mus. 8(23):356-61. 
Fitzpatrick, J .F . Jr. 1968. A new crawfish of the genus Orconectes from Iowa . Amer. 
Midl . Nat . 79(2): 507-512. 
Harris, J .A. 1903. An ecologica l cat a logue of the crayfishes belonging to the genus 
Cambarus. Kans. Univ. Sci. Bull . 2:51-187. 
Hobbs, H.H. Jr. 1972. Crayfishes (A stacidae) of N orth and Middle America, Environ-
mental Protection Agency Biota of Freshwater Ecosystem Identification Manual 
No. 9:1-173. 
Pennak, R.W. 1953. Fresh-water Invertebrates of the United S tates, The Ronald Press 
Co., New York. 
Williams, A.B. and A.B. Leonard. 1952. The crayfishes of Kansas. Kans. Univ. Sci. 
Bull. 34, Part 2 (15):960-1012. 
* * * * 
Mice 
If a pair of field mice can produce six offspring 17 times a year (and 
they can) then in just a few months, two mice could become millions. 
Why then, is the earth not overrun with mice? For an explanation, 
write for a free copy of Populations; National Wildlife Federation, 
Box RRP, 1412 16th Street N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. 
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